The American Revolution: Rebellion to Revolution
Introduction (0:00-15:48)
· Spring 1775: bloodshed at Lexington and Concord had inflamed the colonies
· The Continental Congress was once again called to deal with the conflict in New England

· Militias from around the colonies fled to help their fellow colonists in Massachusetts
· One officer who came from Connecticut to help Massachusetts was Benedict Arnold

· Arnold’s plan was to gain fame for himself as an important officer

· Because of his alcoholic father who lost the families money, he became an apprentice at 13 and joined the militia to fight in the French and Indian War at 15

· After the French and Indian War he grew wealthy from business but his upbringing made him an angry and arrogant man

· Arnold convinced Massachusetts to send him to Fort Ticonderoga (in upper New York state) to capture needed munitions

· Ethan Allen was also on a separate mission to Fort Ticonderoga with the Green Mountain Boys to capture the fort

· The Green Mountain Boys from Vermont had been fighting New Yorkers for 5-years to keep them out of their farms

· 30 miles from Fort Ticonderoga, Arnold and Allen met- both assuming that they would command the mission

· The Green Mountain Boys were so loyal to Allen that they would only fight for Allen- Arnold became second in command

· May 10, 1775, 83 Green Mountain Boys and 50 Massachusetts Militiamen snuck up on the poorly guarded Fort Ticonderoga

· The 50 sleeping redcoats inside gave up without a fight and the artillery inside now belonged to the patriots

· After the takeover, Ethan Allen wrote to Massachusetts claiming all of the honor for the achievement himself and purposely left out any mention of Benedict Arnold- greatly angering him (disrespectful to Arnold)

· In Philadelphia the men of the Continental Congress reconvened in the Philadelphia State House (later renamed Independence Hall)

· To date the Congress had not allowed offensive actions against England- now they had to address the issue- their mission now was war

· John Adams called for the Congress to establish a Continental Army

· John Hancock thought Adams was going to nominate him as the head of the army- but instead he nominated George Washington

· Hancock was insulted and never forgave Adams
· Washington had the image, the experience, and he was from Virginia (a colony other than Massachusetts which could unite the colonies)

· Washington accepted the position but claimed that he was not worthy of the honor

· It seems clear today the Washington really wanted to command the army

· He pretended not to be ambitious but he really was

· He wore his uniform to every session of Congress

· Washington was in his mid-40s and a gentleman farmer from Virginia
· He was not born into wealth but always aspired to be a wealthy landowning farmer

· He studied “The Rules of Civility and Decent Behavior”
· At 16 he became a surveyor

· He was appointed Major in Virginia Militia (killed a French diplomat starting the French and Indian War)

· He married Martha Custis who was a very wealthy widow (and inherited Mount Vernon)

· He entered Virginia politics- state legislator for 16-years

· After his appointment, Washington departed for Massachusetts where fighting had already broken out

Bunker Hill (15:48-23:56)
· The British Commander in America, Thomas Gage, came under fire in London and was dismissed
· To replace Gage, England sent the “Triumvirate of Reputation” (best and brightest officers)
· General Henry Clinton

· American-born, competent soldier but socially inept

· General John Burgoyne

· Vain and ambitious man
· General William Howe

· Experienced military man who fought along the colonials during the French and Indian War

· Although he politically did not agree with war against the colonists, he became the commander in chief of the English

· Since Lexington and Concord, the colonial militia around Boston had laid siege to the British and trapped them in Boston

· June 16, 1775- the British planned to capture Bunker Hill and take the high ground above Boston but colonial spies caught wind of the plan and dug in on Bunker Hill and nearby Breeds Hill

· Regimental officers dug in on Breeds Hill above Boston in anticipation of the British attack

· June 17, 1775 after a night of preparation, the British saw the colonials on the hill and were astounded

· British cannons shot towards the colonials and lines of British soldiers affixed their bayonets and climbed Breed’s Hill

· Twice Howe’s men climbed Breed’s Hill and twice they retreated

· After 3 hours, the rebels ran out of ammunition and retreated

· The British finally captured the hill on their third charge

· The new British Commander Howe quickly learned that this was not a rebellion but a war

· The British victory at Breed’s Hill, which erroneously became known as the Battle of Bunker Hill came at a high cost
· 1,000 of the 2,300 British soldiers fell dead or wounded

· Only 271 Patriots died out of 1,600

· Out of defeat the Americans really won because of the British losses- they became cocky

· In the days after Bunker Hill the Continental Congress made one more offer of peace- the Olive Branch Petition- requesting autonomy within the British Empire

· Because the message would take months to deliver to the king- Washington began to prepare his army for full war

Building A Force (23:56-29:05)
· June 1775 Washington wrote a new will and headed for Boston
· When Washington arrived in Cambridge, MA, he was flabbergasted by the gaggle that he met- it was not an army at all
· They were untrained, filthy, and poorly equipped

· Washington had to begin from scratch- administrative tasks- even before training his men

· Every man learned Washington’s notion of obedience

· The militia was an array of men from different colonies, different cultures, different militias, and military experience

· Washington called for increased gun-making and powder but this made little difference

· Most men enlisted for only 1-year making it even more difficult for Washington

Dunmore’s Proclamation (29:05-37:11)
· October 11, 1775 General Thomas Gage was relieved of his command and returned to England
· General William Howe replaced Gage

· October 26, 1775 King George flatly rejected the Olive Branch Petition- called for a military solution to a political problem

· The King sent thousands of troops to reinforce Howe who was surrounded on Boston along with 1,000 loyalists
· In Cambridge, Washington was urged by the Continental Congress to let go of black soldiers- who had been serving in colonial militias for some time

· In the end, Washington agreed with the southerners who were adamantly opposed to making soldiers out of blacks

· The irony is that Washington’s personal slave and closest friend accompanied him everywhere: Billy Lee

· The Royal Governor of Virginia Lord Dunmore issued a Proclamation freeing any blacks who agreed to join the royal military

· Thousands of blacks fled their masters and joined the British forces

· In Virginia alone 30,000 left slavery upon the Proclamation

· Those who left their masters faced death if they were caught but they didn’t know if they would ever have such a chance for freedom again so the risk seemed worth it

· In December 1775, George Washington found his troops without munitions, money, food, and suitable clothing and many of his men’s enlistments were set to expire

Washington’s First Success (37:11-44:48)
· Washington raised the Grand Union Flag (thirteen stripes with the British union jack in the upper left corner)
· Neither side had the supplies to face the winter and now the king had issued an order to stop the insurrection by any means necessary
· Washington received help from Henry Knox

· Bookseller who left from Cambridge to Fort Ticonderoga to capture the artillery that had been captured from the British there

· Knox arrived back on January 25 with the weapons and munitions

· Washington made Knox part of his inner circle and commander of his artillery

· Washington listened to his inner circle intently before acting- he believed that the more he listened the better decision he would be able to make

· March 2, 1776 Washington and his men decided to take the high ground above Boston at Dorchester Heights- the first American offensive of the war

· March 4, 1776 Patriot cannons fired on the British in Boston from Cobble Hill, Lechmere, and Roxbury as a decoy while the rest of the army dragged the cannons up the steep slope of Dorchester Heights

· March 5, 1776 (the 6th anniversary of the Boston Massacre) the British awoke to 20 cannon aimed at the British ships in Boston Harbor

· The British began to evacuate Boston along with thousands of loyalists
· They took what they needed from the city and boarded their ships

· Over the next 2 weeks the English evacuated Boston- left by March 17, 1776 they were gone

· 120 ships, 9,000 redcoats, 2,000 loyalists left Boston and the Patriots returned to Boston

· 1776 will see 33,000 troops headed for the colonies
